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1 Summary and Key Points 

Increasingly, our coasts and maritime areas are being enjoyed by coastal communities, 

and local and international tourism. The Green Party believes in the benefits of such 

activities, including health and economic benefits, but not at the cost of the very marine 

environment which provides those same benefits. Key actions to ensuring sustainable 

marine leisure include: 

• Expanding education opportunities to communities that further our general 

understanding of sensitive marine environments 

• Providing greater opportunities for schools to develop marine leisure activities and 

foster respect for our marine heritage 

• Promote MARPOL and facilitate its full implementation 

• Providing supports to achieve a circular economy 

• Creating a marine leisure craft register for vessels with motors of more than 3.5 kW 

• Reducing green house gas emissions within the marine leisure industry 

• Adopting appropriate regulations for boating activities within Marine Protected 

Areas 

• Support for research into the potential impacts of recreational activities (including 

angling, adventure sports, ecotours, etc) on the marine environment 

• Developing sustainable marine tourism which respects the health of the 

environment 

2 Policy 

2.1 Introduction

Interaction with the marine as part of a leisure activity is known to be a positive health 

benefit for individuals and local communities [1]–[3]. However, we need to ensure that the 

benefits that we take from this interaction are not at the expense of the marine 

environment that we enjoy.  

There is no obligation on leisure powerboats in Ireland to register [4] and the use of such 

craft requires no user license or training [5]. There are no limits on the engine size other 

than for those aged 12 and below [6]. This is unusual in Europe and results in a situation 

where we have very little information on the use of the boats, the competence of the 
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users, the emissions generated by them, and the impact from end-of-life boats in the 

future. 

The use of petrol and diesel engines for purely recreational purposes is hard to justify 

when we are aiming to reduce CO2 emissions. The Green Party will introduce annual 

leisure boat registration with the aim of discouraging high powered engines used for 

leisure purposes and encouraging the take up of less polluting alternatives.  

The licensing of leisure boats offers an opportunity to further develop our existing leisure 

educational framework to include environmental issues.  

We aim to raise awareness of MARPOL, the International Convention for the Prevention of 

Pollution from Ships among leisure users. MARPOL is the main international convention 

covering prevention of pollution of the marine environment by ships from operational or 

accidental causes. The Green Party seek to ensure that all facilities are provided to assist 

compliance, including the provision of affordable/free holding tank pump out stations in 

ports, marinas and harbours and the development of a repair and end of life policy for 

boats and equipment. In addition, we aim to raise awareness of the significant 

environmental impact from leisure craft activities including engine noise [7]–[10], 

anchoring [11] and fishing [12], [13].  

There are clear economic benefits of marine tourism and education which are highly 

valuable to coastal communities  [14]–[16]. We must ensure that their development can be 

done without causing disruption to valuable habitats and ecosystems. While marine laws 

and protections do exist chronic underfunding of enforcement of these has led to them 

being ineffectual. Particularly notable by its absence is a designated agency to carry out 

functions similar to the coastguard bodies in other jurisdictions.   

Marine tourism and ecotourism are expanding sectors in the Irish maritime area[14], [16]. 

It is vital that we learn from other jurisdictions which have seen the expansion of marine 

ecotours and leisure activities by adopting regulations and adapting them to an Irish 

context that will provided for the ecologically sustainable, safe development of these 

sectors [17]–[21].  

2.2 Principles 

1. Ensure that citizens have access to whole community-based environmental education, 

which supports and promotes the long-term sustainability of the marine environment 

through:  

1.1. Promoting understanding of marine ecosystems by developing cross curricula, 

cross-cultural, hands-on models both within and outside of the classroom.  

1.2. Reflecting the physical, spiritual, emotional and intellectual dimensions of people's 

interrelationships with the marine environment, at all ages and stages of life.  

1.3. Exposing 'greenwashing' in schools and other educational institutions by those 

sectors which have an exploitative interest in the marine environment.  
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1.4. Inspiring, informing and resourcing the community at large to take positive action 

for the marine environment.  

1.5. Work with marine leisure organisations to further develop marine courses for 

children in the school year. 

2. Ensure that tertiary education and research opportunities in marine sciences are 

promoted, emphasising standards of excellence.  

3. Introduce leisure boat registration of mechanically powered boats over 3.5 kW (5HP).  

4. Work with leisure and safety organisations to formulate and introduce a policy to 

reduce emissions by 30% by 2030 and achieve net zero by 2040.    

5. Identify and reduce pollution issues associated with marine leisure and tourism and 

encourage a circular economy encompassing end of life vessels and equipment. 

6. Ensure that all facilities are provided to assist compliance with MARPOL including: 

6.1. The provision of affordable/free holding tank pump out stations in ports, marinas 

and harbours  

6.2. Development of a repair and end of life policy for boats and equipment.  

6.3. A requirement that fuel spill control kits must be kept onboard motor-powered 

leisure craft at all times 

7. Adopt WWF recommendations for recreational boating in MPA’s including:  

7.1. Establish environmental monitoring programmes to track ecological and socio-

economic impacts along the national coastline 

7.2. Define a recreational boating spatial strategy at national coastline level 

7.3. Defining a strategic vision for marinas 

7.4. Plan ecologically sensitive moorings areas 

8. Support ongoing research into potential impacts of recreational activities (including 

angling, adventure sports, ecotours, etc) on the marine environment in an Irish context. 

Findings from these studies should be regularly reviewed by the relevant state bodies 

and translated into public policy, where appropriate.  

9. All efforts to develop sustainable tourism models in coastal and marine areas must 

consider impacts on the environment and have community collaboration at its core 

from the outset. The Green Party supports such initiatives as the only truly sustainable 

method of developing tourism in these areas. Marine ecotourism must develop 

regulations to avoid negatively impacting the marine ecosystems, including habitats 

and species.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/downloads/leisure_policybrief__singlepag.pdf
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