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GIVING PEOPLE A FIGHTING CHANCE

The Green Party is laying out an alternative vision for investment in our economy,
seeking to tackle the most pressing issues for Irish people - with particular focus
on housing, education and transport.

We're bringing forward solutions to help every person live in a comfortable,
affordable home.

At the same time, we are seeking to invest in our children and young people by
making primary and secondary education truly free; one of the most important
investments we can make in Ireland’s future.

We also know that an economy won't work, and won't attract investment, unless
people can move cleanly and ef ciently from home to work, school or college.
That's why we want a major rebalance of capital spending in transport towards
public transport and cycling, and why we’re seeking to provide free travel to
students who travel to or from college or training.

A Government must give its people every chance possible to build a happy,
prosperous life.




Our communities are at risk of fragmenting.

Without large-scale investment in housing, transport, energy
and farming, we can’t deliver healthy, cohesive communities
in either urban or rural areas.



1 INVESTING FOR OUR FUTURE

As our economy expands we need to invest for our future as we make the transition to a new lo
carbon economy and provide housing and transport infrastructure for all our people.

HOUSING
We support tiigaise the Raampaign by committing to spend an additional €1billion on the
Housing Capital Budget in 20@8Ipoaddress our housing crisis.

We would use the extra money to increase expenditure on social housing, to provide capital for
new cost rental housing schemes, and to invest in home adaptation grants as recommended in
the Alone repoiidusing Choices for Older People in Ireland

We would also set up a scheme to prewitieal reliefisr homeowners affected by latent
housing defects.

COST €1,000m

TRANSPORT

The Government’s National Development Plan Project Ireland 2040 fails to switch us to a new
low carbon transport system that would help reduce the level of long distance commuting and
promote public transport and active travel modes such as walking and cycling.

We will deliver a sustainable transport system by allocating 20% of the capital budget to walking
and cycling (€330as)recommended by thesp@hding§0% of the budg@820m) on pub-

lic transport, allocating the remaining 30% (€490m) on roads, and extending zero-rate bene t in
kind to e-bikes and cargo bikes.

We will makeublic transport free for students

COST €60m

FORESTRY

We want aew forestry moahich stores carbon, restores wildlife, improves water and soil

quality, and provides rainforest parksp@bpie have easy access to the naturAVeavitl

gradually increase the level of new forestry plantation from 5,000 hectares per annum to 20,00(
hectares per annum and switch from supporting clear felling of short rotation plantations to con-
tinuous cover methods which allow the natural seeding of trees within the existing canopy.

COST €25m

FARMING

We need to reform the Common Agriculture Policy to pay farmers for the environmental service
they provide. The new payment system will not be agreed until 2020 but in the interim we can
restore fundirig the Area of Natural Constraints (ANC) Scheme and reopen the Organic Farm-
ing scheme to start the transition to a less expensive and more pro table farming system.



COST €90m

Invest ithe National Parks and Wildlife service to expand National Parks and protect bio- diver-
sity.

COST €50m

We wiltouble the supptotAnimal Welfare Organisations.

COST €5m

ENERGY

The Climate Advisory Committee says that the Government’s climate policy is ‘completely off
course and heading rapidly in the wrong direction’. We need to get back on track by stopping the
use of fossil fuels in new buildings and supporting the ef cient use of energy in every application
The Chair of the Advisory Comhatieritlineldow we need to spend €5 billion in the deep

retro tting of our public housing to cut emissioadwaredfuel poveltyill take some years

to ramp up this investment but we would start the process in 2019 under thelsoplervision of
Energy Advisatthe same time as organising the nancing and standardisation of retro tting
private dwellings.

COST €145m

The uptake of electric vehicle sales is being hampered by the lack of public charging infrastruc-
tureThe ESB has called for public funding of new fast charging iafresireiethotdd
provide for capital investment for such charging points on public car parking spaces.

COST €25m

Ireland is leading the way when it comes to the integration of variable wind power on our systerr
but we now need to take the next steppduucing Photovoltaic solar power on all our roof-

topsWe would introduce a speci ¢ capital budget in 2019 to provide for the installation of PV
panels on public buildings, including schools and hospitals.

COST €20m

RAINY DAY FUND

We need a mechanism to increase spending when our economy goes into any future contractiol
It makes sense to put aside revenue in periods when our economy is expanding rapidly to provic
for such a counter cyclical economic instrument.

COST €500m

TOTAL COSH1,920m



Everyone should have the right
to live in a warm, comfortable home.



2 SOCIAL PROTECTION

The social welfare budget allows us protect people from poverty and reward those engaged in
caring work which is not valued by the market. The introduction of new automation technologies
and work practices make the case for reforming our social welfare system and paying people a
Basic Income which gives them greater protection and exibility in mixing caring and working
roles. Reforming the system will not be easy but can be achieved in a step by step approach.

BASIC INCOME
A rst step in the move to a basic income model should be the introduction of €238.3 per week
universal pensias recommended by Social Justice Ireland

COST €584m

Child bene t payments have the advantage of allowing every family decide what is the best way
of supporting their own child care ¢edguld increase it by €5 a amdsgktend the
paymerto those between 18 and 19 who are still in secondary schools.

COST €138m

To start the integration of our social welfare code and PAYE tax system we would introduce
refundable tax credd those working part time can avail of the bene t.

COST €140m

The Department of Social Welfare defends the cut to lone parent supports as a way of reducing
dependence on social welfare. Hatnewvearsening the situatasrfamilies at the greatest

risk of homelessness and consistent poverty. It should be reversed and other measures introduc
to support these families.

COST €45m

Young people sometimes nd themselves in need of social welfai¥&sgistanestore
the standard Jobseeker’s allowance those under 26 to €198 per week.

COST €59m
Increase the weekly allowance for children living in direct provision to the current rate for a

quali ed child and raise the adult weekly allowance to €38.8@peeveeekiended by the
Working Group on the Protection Process.

COST €4m



Students need a break. We want to extend free transport
to students going to or from college or training.



SUPPORT PARENTING
We want to incredke statutory entitlement to maternityfteavéhe current level of 26
weeks to the full year, with the option of either parent availing of the provision.

COST €233m

The individualisation of the tax code discriminated against single income families. We would
further increatiee tax credit for carers in the home to address the inequity.

COST €50m

To make sure every baby has the best start in liferesavedlchdirigr theHSE Ba-
by-friendly Health Initiative

COST €5m

WOMEN'’S RIGHTS

We will pdate the SAVI repfuthd Rape Crisis Centres adequately, and implement recommen-
dationgecommended by SAFE IRRlithN&gard to how we need to address gender-based
violence.

PHASED COST10m on a phased basis

OVERSEAS AID
We want tocrease the overseas aid budget from 0.3% to 0.7% of GN&higyc@n@bu
tion to the UNFCCC Green Climate Finance Fund should be additional to this.

COST €147m

TOTAL COSH1,415m




Parents must get the right support to help them
give their children the best start in life.



3 RENEWING PUBLIC SERVICES

Investment in public services is an important element in providing for a stable and successful
society and economy. In particular we want to invest in our young people and protect those in
most need of improved public services.

EDUCATION

Primary and secondary school edsicatithbe free to everywhich requires us to restore

capitation grants, remove voluntary contributions, provide free school books, school transport an
classroom resourcesll

COST €230m

Irish universities are falling down the rankings due to excessive budget cuts. Increasing staf ng
rates in third level institutionsesilbre our reputation and improve the teaching quality.

COST €220m

AN GHAEILGE

We woulthvest in Irish language serlaogsiage planning, and job creation in Gaeltacht

areas to help in the preservation and promotion of our rst language. We would restore the Gael-
tacht Placement Grant for trainee teachers and invest in a pilot Irish Language Childcare Schern
for non-Gaeltacht areas.

COST €12m

ARTS
Increase funding to the Arts Canda@xpand the social welfare reform pilot so all arts workers
can pursue their careers with dignity.

COST €15m

HEALTH
We need to expand services and also provide for increased demand within the existing system,
recommended by lhental Health Reform group.

COST €105m

EQUAL PAY
We would end public sector pay inequality teqnsuray for equal wackoss the public
sector.

COST €200m



We have to stop thinking of education as a cost - it's a vital inv
in Ireland’s future. Investment now will see a massive return in
to come and better help secure our future prosperity as a natic



By reducing VAT on repairs, we can really tackle the
throw-away economy, support more local businesses,
and help people reduce the amount they consume.



DISABILITIES
Ireland has rati ed the UNCRPD, it is now time to make it a reality by implementing the recom-
mendations of theint Oireachtas Group on Disability

COST €211m

CIRCULAR ECONOMY
Reduce VAT on the repair of shoes, bicycles, consumer and electronic goods to encourage a mc
away from the ‘throw-away’ economy.

COST €16m

Provide the upfront capital costs for the introduction of an on-street municipal composting street
bin collection system and for public water fonts.

COST €20m

TOTAL COST  €1,029m




Some of the ways in which we raise revenus
are deeply unfair. We have to ensure that all
parts of society pay their fair share, in a

progressive way that ensures economic vial



4 ADDITIONAL REVENUE

We agree with the advice of the Fiscal Advisory Council that provision of additional public ser-
vices must be met by sustainable revenue sources coming from a broader and fairer tax base.

CORPORATION TAX
Large companies should pay their fair share of tax which can be achieved by the introduction of
minimum effective Corporation tax ratead 6%pmmended by Social Justice Ireland.

REVENUE €1,000m

R&D
Remove the tax reftordunused R&D tax credits.

REVENUE €168m

EMPLOYERS PRSI
Raise employers PRSI to 13.75% on incomes in excess of £100,000 p/a

REVENUE €150m

VAT
Abolish the 9% VAT ffaiethe tourism and hospitality sector.

REVENUE €520m

HEALTH
Remove the tax reliepomate medical insurance policies

REVENUE €330m

CARBON TAX
Increase tloarbon tai the non-emissions trading sector to €30 per tonne, at the same time
there will be a commensurate increase in the retro t of low-income and social housing.

REVENUE €143m

EXCISE DUTY
Commence a ve year procesgialising the rate of dogtween diesel and petrol.

REVENUE €71m



PENSIONS
Reducing to the standardtinatéax brealomn all pension contributions.

REVENUE €483m

Reducing to the standarddiateetionary non-pension tax loestisg more than €10m per
annum.

REVENUE €480m

Reduce thearnings cap for contributiomsivate pensions to fund the Universal Pension.

REVENUE €44m

PROPERTY TAX
Introduce 8ite Value Taxreplace commercial mtes rst steim the introduction of a wider
Site Value Tax system on all residential property instead of Local Property tax.

REVENUE €50m

BETTING TAX
Increase the-shop and online bettingae8%

REVENUE €50m

AGGREGATES TAX
Introduce ahggregates Lenry aggregates extracted from the ground or lifted from the surface,
such as rock, sand, and gravel and used in construction.

REVENUE €75m

TOTAL ADDITIONAL REVENSIES64m

TOTAL REVENUE REQUIRED FROM
GENERAL BUDGET PROVISKDN







INVESTMENT PER ANNUM
Housing €1000m
Free public transport for students €60m
Extension of Afforestation €25m
Restoration of funding to the Area of Natural Constraints and the Organic Farming Scheme €90m
Investment in the National Parks and Wildlife Service €50m
Animal Welfare Funding €5m
Investment in deep retro tting of public housing €145m
Investment in new fast charging points for EVs on public parking spaces €25m
Investment in solar energy for public buildings €20m
Rainy day fund €500m
Universal basic pension €584m
Increase child bene t payment €138m
Introduction of Refundable Tax Credit €140m
Restoration of the lone parents scheme €45m
Restoration of social welfare payment for under 26s €59m
Increase the weekly allowance for children living in direct provision €4m
Increase maternity leave to 1 year €233m
Increase the tax credit for carers in the home €50m
Restore funding for the HSE Baby friendly Health Initiative €5m
Increase Domestic Violence Funding on a phased basis €10m
0.07% increase in Of cial Development Assistance €147m
Free Primary and Secondary Education €230m
Increase Staf ng in third level institutions €220m
Investment in Irish Language Services €12m
Increased funding for the Arts €15m
Additional Funding for Mental Health €105m
Restoration of public sector pay €200m
Implementation the recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Group on Disability €211m
Reduce Vat on repairs €16m
On street municipal composting €20m
TOTAL COST €4,364m




REVENUE PER ANNUM

Corporation tax €1000m
Tax refund for unused R&D tax credits €168m
Raising employers PRSI in excess of €100,000 per annum €150m
Abolish the 9% VAT rate for the tourism and hospitality sector €520m
Remove the tax relief on private medical insurance policies €330m
Carbon tax €143m
Equalising the rate of duty between Diesel and Petrol €71m

Reducing to the standard rate the tax breaks on all pension contributions

Reducing to the standard rate discretionary non-pension tax breaks costing more than €10m RSS0m
annum

Reduce the Earnings Cap for contributions to private pensions to fund the Universal Pension

Site Value Tax on development land €50m
Betting Tax €50m
Aggregates levy €75m

TOTAL COST €3,564m

€483m

€44m






